OCT-10-2003 FRI 03:50 PH CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602425718 



AMENDMENT TO CLAIMS: _ 

1. (Currently Amended) A packaging machine for packaging a product, the packaging 
machine comprising: 

a plurality of lane guides, said plurality of lane guides being spaced apart to form a 
plurality of lanes; 

a movable conveyor belt-having a first end and a second end, said first end located 
beneath one of said plurality of lanes, said movable conveyor belt-delivers the product to each 
of said plurality of lanes; 

a coiwcvor shifting assembly, said conveyor shifting assembly moves said conveyor 
from one of said plurality of lanes to an adjacent o ne of said plurality of lanes; 

a support device located at said plurality of lanes , each support device adapted to hold 
the product ; and 

a shifting assembly attached t o in operable communication with said plurality of lane 

guides. 

2. (Currently Amended) "J*he packaging machine of Claim 1, wherein said support 
device includes a support strip, said support strip being located at each of said plurality of 
lanes and is located beneath said movable conveyor-belt, said support strip supports the 
product. 

3. (Withdrawn) Hie packaging machine of Claim 1, wherein said support device 
includes a bladder pair mounted to each of said plurality of lane guides. 

4. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 1, wherein said plurality of lanes 
includes an appropriate number of lanes to fill a ease. 

5. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 4, wherein said plurality of lanes 
includes a spare lane. 

6. (Currently Amended) Hie packaging machine of Claim 1, further comprising a 
spacing mechanism disposed at said moveable convcycr-bett. 

7. (Withdrawn) The packaging machine of Claim 6, wherein said spacing mechanism 
includes a screw, said screw is adapted to space the product. 

8. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 6, wherein said spacing mechanism 
includes a side belt assembly. 

9. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim I, wherein said shifting assembly is 
adapted to move said lane guides from a first position to a second position, said first and 
second positions being spaced apart a distance substantially equal to a width of one of said 
plurality of lanes. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The packaging machine of Claim ^further comprising a 
Ilex guide mounted to said movable conveyor-belt, said flex guide being adapted to direct the 
product into said plurality of lanes. 

1 1 . (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 1 , further comprising a sensor 
mounted adjacent to said plurality of lanes. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 1, further comprising a case feed 
assembly located beneath said plurality of lanes. 

14. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 13, wherein said case feed assembly 
is configured to position a case beneath said lane guides, the cast? being sized to receive the 
product delivered into said plurality of lanes. 

15. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 14, wherein said case feed assembly 
includes a feed conveyor, said conveyor is adapted to deliver the case beneath said plurality 
oflancs. 

16. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim ] 5, wherein said one feed conveyor is 
adapted to remove the case from beneath said plurality of lanes. 

17. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 1, further comprising a controller. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A packaging machine for packaging a product, the 
packaging machine comprising: 

a plurality of lane guides, said plurality of lane guides being spaced apart to fonn a 
plurality of lanes, said plurality of lanes includes an appropriate number of lanes to fill a case 
and a spare lane; 

a moveable conveyor belt having a first end and second end, said first end located 
beneath one of said plurality oflancs, said movable conveyor bete-delivers the product to each 
of said plurality of lanes; 

a conveyor shifting assembly, said conveyor shi fting assembly moves said conveyor 
from one of said plurality of lane s to an adjacent on e of said plurality oflancs. 

a support device located at said plurality of lanes , said support device adapted to h old 
the fc product; and 

a shifting assembly attaohed to in operable communication with said plurality of lane 

guides. 

19. (Currently Amended) The packaging machine of Claim 18, wherein said support 
device includes a support strip, said support strip being located at each of said plurality of 
lanes and is located beneath said movable convcyor-feek, said support strip supports the 
product. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The packaging machine of Claim 18, wherein said support device 
includes a bladder pair mounted to each of said plurality of lane guides. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The packaging machine of Claim 18, further comprising a 
spacing mechanism disposed at said second end of said moveable conveycr-beU. 

22. (Withdrawn) The packaging machine of claim 21, wherein said spacing 
mechanism includes a screw, said screw adapted lo space the product. 

23. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 21, wherein said spacing mechanism 
includes a side belt assembly. 




24, (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 18, wherein said shilling assembly is 
adapted lo move said lane guides from a first position to a second position, said first and 
second positions being spaced apart a distance substantially equal to a width of one of said 
plurality of lanes. 



25. (Currently Amended) The packaging machine of Claim 18, further comprising a 
flex guide mounted to said movable conveyor- belt, said flex guide being adapted to direct the 
produc t into said plurality of laues. 

26. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 18, further comprising a sensor 
mounted adjacent to said plurality of lanes. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 18, further comprising a case feed 
assembly located beneath said plurality of lanes. 

29. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 28, wherein said case feed assembly 
is configured to position the case beneath said appropriate number of lane guides, the case 
being sized to receive the product delivered into said appropriate number of lanes. 

30. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 29, wherein said case feed assembly 
includes a feed conveyor, said conveyor is adapted to deliver the case beneath said plurality 
oflanes. 

31 . (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 30, wherein said one feed conveyor is 
adapted to remove the case from beneath said plurality oflanes. 

32. (Original) The packaging machine of Claim 18, further comprising a controller. 
33-73. (Canceled) 
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